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IMMEDIATELY

UM AWARDED GRANT FOR EQUIPMENT
TO IMPROVE MATH INSTRUCTION
MISSOULA -The National Science Foundation has awarded the University of Montana a
matching grant of $11,923 for equipment to improve mathematics instruction.

Only

15 percent of such proposals submitted nationwide to the NSF Undergraduate Scientific
Equipment Program were funded.
Dr. Don 0. Lofsgaarden, UM mathematics professor who directs the project,
said the grant will help purchase additional modern computing equpiment for use
in three mathematics courses.
Noting that "mathematics is too often regarded as a rigid formalistic system
governed by mysterious rules," Lofstgaarden said that "it is better to stress the
computational

aspects of problem solving and so enable students to view mathematics

as a flow of quantitative information.

The UM mathematics faculty tries to reveal

the essential mathematical concepts to students by giving them computational
experience in problem solving with up-to-date equipment."
The grant will be used to buy microcomputers, computer graphics equipment
and programmable calculators.

These will be used to supplement existing equipment

in courses taught respectively by Drs. George McRae, George Votruba and Keith Yale,
who are co-investigators in the project.
Loftsgaarden said the new equipment will improve training for undergraduates,
who are the future teachers of high school and college mathematics, so the
will have far-reaching effects.
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